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Students researching senior college degree programs may find that some majors offer both B.A. 
(Bachelor of Arts) and B.S. (Bachelor of Science) degrees.  If you were to research accounting, chemistry, 
or psychology majors on CUNY TIPPS (tipps.cuny.edu), you will find offerings in both degrees and 
sometimes at the same college.

Both the B.A. and B.S. degrees have a balance of the following components:

 • A major providing preparation in an academic or professional field.

 • General education providing fundamental university-level education in 
  communication, science, mathematics, social sciences, and the arts and humanities.  

 • Electives and/or a minor chosen to fit the student’s preferences or needs. 

There are differences. 

A Bachelor of Arts degree is a humanities based degree designed to provide a balanced liberal arts 
education and general knowledge in a recognized discipline, interdisciplinary field, or area of professional 
study.  

A Bachelor of Science degree is science based and also provides a balanced liberal arts education as well 
as a scientific, technical, or professional entry-level competence.

The best way to choose between a B.A. and B.S. is to look forward:  explore professional and/or graduate 
school requirements for what is preferred or required.  

One example is Lehman College, which offers a B.A. and B.S. in accounting.  According to the Lehman 
College catalog, students who complete the B.A. in accounting qualify for positions in private and public 
accounting, but the degree does not satisfy the educational requirements for a New York C.P.A.  To 
become a C.P.A.  in New York State, a student would have to pursue the B.S. in accounting.

If you still have questions, it is best to connect with a faculty member in your respective academic 
department.  

Exploring the Senior College Minor
By Edwin Roman

The New York Times recently published an article that looked at recent college graduates who 
are migrating to China because of promising career and work prospects (http://www.nytimes.
com/2009/08/11/business/economy/11expats.html).  One sentence stood out: “Even those with limited or 
no knowledge of Chinese are heeding the call.”  It called to attention advice students should follow when 
transfer planning: explore senior college majors and minors simultaneously. 

A minor is an additional field of study that is an extension and/or a complement to your major.  It 
typically involves a smaller number of credits than the major and can often be completed in two to three 
semesters.  

Examples of a minor as an extension of a major might be a minor in mathematics to any science major, 
or a minor in sociology to a psychology major.  A minor in writing can complement any major.  Similarly, a 
minor in a foreign language can broaden employment possibilities or increase potential to study and work 
abroad (as the above-mentioned article illustrates). 

Minor requirements vary at each college, so be certain to read the senior college catalog and ask 
questions when you meet with faculty, an academic advisor or attend an open house event. 
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“Learning is a 
treasure that will 
follow its owner 
everywhere.”
 

-Chinese Proverb




